
Using your mini loom 

1. Tie a piece of yarn to one end pin.  Leave a dangly end, long enough for you to be able to make a tassel or 
sew in later. 

2. Wind the yarn back and forth around the pins, keeping it fairly tight. 
3. Tie off at the other end.  These are called your warp threads. 

 

4. Taking as long a piece of yarn as you think you can manage, thread it onto a bodkin or big needle and begin 
weaving from one of the end pins. Go over one warp thread, under the next, over, under…..  Over and under 
on thread at a time is called plain weave. 

5. Pull the yarn through, leaving an end dangling.  This is your first weft thread. 
6. Use the bodkin to push the yarn down, this is called beating. 
7. You can tie the end of your yarn to the dangly bit of the warp thread if you like and if they get in your way as 

you continue to weave, you can stick them to the underside of the loom with a bit of sticky tape. 

 



8. Now start going back the other way, but where you have woven under a warp thread before, this time go 
over it.  Over, under, over, under and so on. 

9. Pull the weft thread tight, but not too tight.  You will get a feel for this as you continue. 
10. Beat down your second weft thread as before. 
11. If your warp threads start to become pulled in at the sides, you are pulling your weft threads too tight.   
12. If you get a loopy edge, you’re not pulling your weft threads tight enough.  But you may like or want these 

effects so that’s OK. 

 

13. Repeat weft weaving and beating until you either get to the end of your thread, get bored with that yarn or 
weaving pattern and want to add something else, or need to go for coffee or wine. 

14. When you want to join pieces of yarn, you can just tie them together and sew the ends in later, leave the 
ends dangling at the end of a row and sew them in later. 

15. As you get to the end of your weaving it gets a bit more fiddly, so good beating down is helpful at this stage, 
so you can weave as close to the pins as possible.  When you get to the end of your little piece you can just 
ease it off the loom with your bodkin, and sew in all the ends on the back of your piece, or make little fringes 
and tassels. 

16. You can try these ideas too 
- Try variegated yarn such as sock yarn 
- Make stripes with different coloured yarn 
- Make tartan by using different colours for a few warp threads and go over and under two warp threads 

at a time 
- Do more than one row where you are going under a warp thread or two that you went under on the 

previous row 
- Add in strips of fabric or lace, or yarns of different thicknesses 
- Weave in twigs, string, grass, leaves, sheep’s wool, bailer twine, any bits and bobs you gather when you 

are out and about 
- Try weaving only some of the warp threads, just do one side, a different number of warp threads on 

each row, then do the other side with a different colour.   
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